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150 TH ANNIVERSARY OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATION  

Wednesday, April 1, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.  

Building -Wide  

Help us celebrate our anniversary! We opened our  

doors for the first time on April 1, 1870. To celebrate our  

150 years of service, weõll be having an open house party. Activities throughout 

the day will include special tours of the building, crafts and story times in the  

KidZone, piano music from the 1870s in the Main Reading Room, and light  

refreshments.  

 

LIBRARY AMNESTY DAY 

Wednesday, April 1, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.  

As part of our anniversary celebrations, all late fees will be waived 

for any overdue Silas Bronson Library item returned on April 1.  
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150 YEARS OF THE SILAS BRONSON LIBRARY 

Silas Bronson grew up in Waterbury and went on to  

become a wealthy merchant in New York City. When  

he died in 1867, he left $200,000 to the City of Waterbury  

for the creation of a public library, òfor the promotion of education and intelligence and  

general information of the inhabitants of the City of Waterbury.ó  

 

The Silas Bronson Library, named for its founding benefactor, opened on April 1, 1870, with  

a collection of 11,500 books. Patrons were not allowed to browse the shelves; they had to request 

books which would then be fetched for them. During our first year, more than 3,000 people signed up to use the  

library. Patrons were limited to borrowing one book at a time and had to pay a $5 security deposit to borrow books.  

 

The first library building was a storefront facing the Green on West Main Street. A new building was constructed on 

Grand Street in 1893, with enough room for 220,000 books. The current library building was constructed during the 

1960s, replacing the 1890s building.  

 

Today, our collection has approximately 277,000 physical books, audiobooks, movies, music, and magazines, plus 

thousands more eBooks and online learning resources. Approximately 25,000 Waterbury residents have library cards 

and visit the main library and the Bunker Hill branch library more than 225,000 times each year.  
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A Message from the Friends  

Thanks to your support, 2019 was a great success!   We were able to host several fun 

events, meet lots of new people and bring in funding for programs and clubs held at 

the Silas Bronson Library.  

  

We are working on planning our annual big book sale as well as a few special sales in 

between to coincide with the libraryõs 150th Anniversary. In the meantime, our ongoing 

book sale can be found in the East Wing.    

  

We have several events already planned for Spring including our Make and Take Sugar Scrub, Bath Bomb,  

and Lip Balm classes.    We are also very excited to announce that the Friends of Silas Bronson Library will be  

collaborating with Literacy Volunteers of Greater Waterbury to host Designer Handbag Bingo at Hawk Ridge 

Winery on May 8 at 6 p.m.; tickets for Bingo will go on sale in March.  You must preregister for all events.    

  

We are aware that many teenagers will need volunteer hours in order to complete their high school graduation 

requirements. We are always more than happy to take a few volunteers to help us get ready for the book 

sale.  Please have them email us at silasbronsonfriends@gmail.com.  

  

As always, we would love to hear from you; please come to one of our monthly meetings, send us a message 

or stop by and say hello at one of our events.   Be sure to keep an eye out for the Friends table at the libraryõs 

150th Anniversary Celebration.  

 

 

Readersõ Garden Bookstore 

Books, movies, and other items for sale can be found in the front lobby and in 

the East Wing. All proceeds benefit the library and the prices canõt be beat -- 

hardcover books are only one dollar!  

 

 

Book Donations  

If you would like to donate books, movies, or music, please call the library at 

203-574-8222 to schedule a delivery time. Books being donated should be in 

good or gently used condition, without any mildew, water damage, or missing 

pages. Movies and music should be playable.  
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MAKE & TAKE MONTHLY FUNDRAISER 

Third Saturday of the month, 12 p.m.  

Main Reading Room  

 

 March 21:   Sugar Scrub Wash  

 April 18:    Bath Bomb  

 May 16:    Lip Balm 

 

Make all natural health and beauty products to take 

home or give as a gift. Suggested donation/materials 

fee $15 per class.  Space is limited, pre -registration 

required. RSVP 203-574-8225.   

Join the Friends of the Library  

Members of the Friends receive this newsletter in the mail. Membership rates start at $15/year for students and 

seniors; $25/year for individuals; $50/year for patrons; and $100/year for corporate memberships. To join,  

please send a check payable to the Friends of the Silas Bronson Library, P.O. Box 2853, Waterbury, CT 06723  

and indicate that it is for a new membership.  

 
 

Gifts & Bequests  

The Friends of the Silas Bronson Library is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting the mission 

and programs of the Silas Bronson Library. Donations and bequests may be made to the Friends to support  

the libraryõs programs or to assist with building improvements. Donations to the Friends may be sent to us at  

P.O. Box 2853, Waterbury, CT 06723. If you would like to donate books, movies, or music, please call the library 

at 203 -574-8222 to schedule a delivery time. Books being donated should be in good or gently used condition, 

without any mildew, water damage, or missing pages. Movies and music should be playable.  

DESIGNER HANDBAG BINGO  

Friday, May 8, 6 p.m.  

Hawk Ridge Winery  

28 Plungis Rd, Watertown, CT   

Tickets are $45 per person and include 10 games 

of bingo, an official Hawk Ridge Winery wine 

glass, and one glass of wine. Additional bingo 

cards available for $2 per game. Food will be 

available for purchase. Tickets go on sale in 

March and must be purchased in advance.  

For more details, call 203 -574-8225 or email  

silasbronsonfriends@gmail.com.   

MONTHLY MEETING OF THE FRIENDS 

Second Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m.  

March 10, April 14, May 12  

Mezzanine  

Open to all members of the Friends. Find out how  

you can get involved and help support the library.  

BOOKSTORE DISCOUNT 

During the month of April, in honor of the  

libraryõs 150th anniversary, all purchases at  

the Readers Garden Bookstore will be 50% off, 

including our new canvas tote bag!  



COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTING, & C OPYING 
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ONE- ON - ONE COMPUT ER HELP 

By Appointment  

Call 203 -574-8225 or visit the  

Reference Desk at the main library to 

schedule your appointment.  

 

Have a tablet, but donõt know how to use it?  

Need to figure out how to set up an email account? 

Wondering how to use the libraryõs Wi-Fi?  

Want to learn how to use our online resources?  

Schedule a half -hour appointment with one of our  

librarians to learn the basics of internet technology.  

 

PUBLIC COMPUTERS 

Our public computers are available for anyone to use. 

You can log on with a library card from any public  

library in the Bibliomation consortium. Not sure if your 

library is in the consortium? Ask at the Reference Desk 

for a list of Bibliomation libraries. If you donõt have a 

library card, guest passes are available for one session 

per day.  

 

WIFI 

Access the internet with your own  

laptop, tablet, or phone using our 

free wifi. No password required,  

just select SBL-WiFi-hotspot on your 

device.  

 

PRINTING & COPYING 

Black -and -white printing and copying is available  

at 15 cents per page. Color printing is available at  

50 cents per page; please ask for assistance at the  

Reference Desk if you wish to print in color.  

 

In order to print, you will need to pre -load money onto 

your library card or guest pass at the Circulation Desk.  

COMPUTER CLASSES 

Wednesdays, 1 p.m.  

Computer Classroom  

 

Drop in for these specific classes and bring any  

related questions to get help with. Classes will utilize  

Microsoft Office software and general computer skills 

for beginners.  
 

March 4,  1 p.m.   Computer Basics  

March 11, 1 p.m.  Word for Beginners  

March 18, 1 p.m.  Excel for Beginners  

  March 25, 1 p.m.   PowerPoint for Beginners  

 

April  1, 1p.m.    Online Learning Tutorials  

April  8, 1 p.m.   Post & Sell Your Stuff Online  

  April 15, 1 p.m.   Computer Basics  

April 22, 1 p.m.   Word for Beginners  

  April 29, 1 p.m.   Publisher for Beginners  

 

May  6, 1 p.m.   SBL Online Resources  

May 13, 1 p.m.   Word for Beginners  

  May 20, 1 p.m.   Excel for Beginners  

  May 27, 1 p.m.   Bring a topic to explore  

 

For ages 16 and up. No registration required.  

Must be able to use a mouse and keyboard.  

B.R.A.S.S.  AT  THE BRANCH  

Thursdays, 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.  

Call 203 -574-8240 for appointment  

December 5 - February 27  

Bunker Hill Branch Library  

Learn how to use a tablet, smartphone, or computer. 

You will be assisted in using the internet, Wi -Fi, eBooks, 

and more! For seniors ages 60 and over. Free parking.  
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PROGRAMS FOR A DULTS 

CHESS MEETUP  

Daily  

Main Reading Room  

Play a game of chess  

anytime, daily. A chess set is 

available at the front desk 

or bring your own.  

 

COLORING FOR ADULTS 

Daily  

Main Reading Room  

Coloring for adults is a way to relax  

and express creativity. We provide  

the pages and coloring pencils.  

 

COMMUNITY J IGSAW PUZZLES 

Daily  

Main Reading Room  

Help finish a puzzle --anyone can  

join in. Add your skill to those of  

others and help complete the puzzle.  

 

BRASS CITY TOASTMASTERS 

Second and Fourth Monday of the month, 6 p.m.  

March 9 & 23, April 13 & 27, May 4 & 11  

Auditorium  

The Brass City Toastmastersõ mission  

is to empower individuals to become 

more effective communicators and 

leaders. Meetings are open to all  

interested parties.  

 

SCORE BUSINESS MENTORING 

By appointment  

Volunteer business counselors  

are available by appointment at  

various locations to mentor entrepreneurs and small 

business owners. To learn more, visit our website at 

bronsonlibrary.org/score.  

S ISTERS TO SISTERS BOOK CLUB  

First Monday of the month, 6 p.m.  

Mezzanine  

New members welcome.  

    March 2:  The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead  

    April 6:   The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates  

    May 4:   The Black and The Blue: A Cop Reveals  

       by Matthew Horace & Ron Harris  

       

 

 

 

 

BRASS BOOK CLUB @ THE BRANCH  

Fourth Thursday of the month, 12 p.m.  

Bunker Hill Branch, 192 Bunker Hill Avenue  

Seniors 60+ are invited to join us for a monthly book  

discussion.  

    March 26:   The Walking Drum by Louis LõAmour 

    April 23:  The Stranger in the Woods  

          by Michael Finkel  

 May 28:  Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MA STERMIND BOOK CLUB 

Second Wednesday of the month, 6:30 p.m.  

Auditorium  

Explore themes of personal growth, creativity, goal -

setting, and leadership through reading and group 

discussion.     

 April 8:   Big Magic   

       by Elizabeth Gilbert  

 May 13:  Dare to Lead   

       by BrenŞ Brown 



PROGRAMS FOR A DULTS 
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VALIANT WOMEN OF THE VOTE 

Saturday, March 7, 12 p.m.  

Main Reading Room  

Presented by the Greater Waterbury  

National Congress of Black Women, this 

program honors the brave women who fought  

to win suffrage rights for women, and for the women 

who continue to fight for the voting rights of others.  

 

WHEN:  POEMS BY ELAINE NADAL 

Thursday, March 12, 6:30 p.m.  

Main Reading Room  

Pushcart prize nominee Elaine Nadal 

will read from her second book of 

poems, When.  Copies of her book 

will be available for purchase and 

signing.  

 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 

Saturdays, March 21 ð April 25, 1 - 3 p.m.  

OR 

Wednesdays, March 25 ð April 29, 5 - 7 p.m.  

Mezzanine  

Leonid Johnson from CommUnity of the 

Deaf, Inc.  returns to teach a six -week 

American Sign Language course. Choose 

either Wednesdays or Saturdays when you register.  

Participants will receive a certificate of completion at the 

end of the six -week course. Each 6 -week course is limited 

to 10 participants. To register, call 203 -574-8225 or email 

leonidjohnson1@gmail.com (pre -registration is required).  

 

KNITTING CLUB 

Saturdays, March 21, April 18, May 16, 2 p.m.  

Main Reading Room  

Bring your knitting (or crochet) project 

and enjoy an hour of crafting and 

conversation.    

VISION BOARD WORKSHOP 

Wednesday, March 25, 6:30 p.m.  

Main Reading Room  

Create a poster of your dreams 

and aspirations in this combination 

craft and inspirational workshop.  

Materials will be provided, however feel free to bring in 

any glue -able personal items youõd like to add to your 

vision board!     

 

CENSUS DAYñ  EVERYONE COUNTS! 

Wednesday, April 1, 9 a.m.  -  7 p.m.  

Public Computers  

Bring your census information and  

fill out the census on one of our  

computers. You can also complete the census at the 

library on any other day after receiving your official U.S. 

Census invitation in the mail.  

 

WATERBURY GENEALOGY 

Saturday, April 11, 11 a.m.  

Main Reading Room  

Tim De Carlo will show you how to research  

your Waterbury family history using the libraryõs  

resources. Participants should bring questions theyõd  

like to research about a grandparent or parent from 

Waterbury. To register, call 203 -574-8225 or email  

bronsonlibrary@waterburyct.org.  

 

THE OPIOID CRISIS:  COMMUNITY DISCUSSION 

Tuesday, April 28, 6:15 p.m.  

Main Reading Room  

Jennifer L. DeWitt, Prevention  

Coordinator for the Waterbury  

Health Department, will lead a discussion of the opioid 

crisis in Waterbury. Share your concerns for your family, 

your neighborhood, or your business, and have your 

questions answered by panelists at this event. Learn 

about current and new initiatives underway.  


