Rev. Jonathan Edwards Reed

“May vou remember him in such a way that the messages he preached are still baing lived

in your lives - he succeeded in living up to his namesake, the greaf theclogian and phileso-

pher, Jonathan Edwards.”
- Reverend A. Roger Williams

Jonathan Edwards Reed was bom in Water-
bury on July 10, 1806, the son of Reverend Dr. and
Wirs. lsaac W, Reed, The family lived on Highland Av-
anue.

He graduated from Russell Elemantany Schoal
and from Crosby High, both with high honers, Continu-
ing his education, he graduated from Amhberst College
and “ale Divinity School with honars.

Feed taught physics and mathematics at
Tuskeges Institute in Alabama, the Agriculiural and Tech-
nical College in Morth Carclina and South Carclina State
Collage. His teaching career bagan and ended in the
South due to the lack of opportunities for African Ameri-
cans in the Marth,

In his youth, he served Grace Baptist Church
inn many capacities and was Assistant Pastor to his fa-
ther from 1938 to 1943, The church was foundead in
1853 in a hall en Canal Street. A wooden church was
built on Kingsbury Strest and was later replaced with
the current gathie edifice in 1933, Both father and son
weare known for their cooperative relaticnships with all
ethnic groups of the Waterbury community. This col-
laboration elicted the financial assistance neaded to
complete the church.

Upen the demizse of his father in 1843, Jenathan
Reed began his pasiorate at Grace Baptist Church and
confinued for forty years. Fewv. Isaac Reed, who was
known as a “leader among the colored communities in
Mew England”, had been head of the church for forty-
threa years.

Jonathan Reed spoke with the intellect of a
scientist, once reassuring his cengragation that man
would ultimataly land on the moon. He talked with da-
tailed knowledge of world events and Christian prin-
ciples. He often arliculated his admiration of Bertrand
Russzll, his love of the Classics and the sixteenth-cen-
tury ltalian poet Tagso.

He minglad with the notakles of his time:
George Washington Carver, W.E.B. Dubais, Langston
Hughes and Mary MeLeod Bethune, Heeounted among
his friends Dr. Charles R. Drew, tha educator and sur-
geaon. ldentifying these African Americans and extaol-
ling their achisvements was a regular parl of his sor-
maons. Educating both the body and the mind was ona
af his favorite themes.

Ewer mirdiul of the community, he served on
numeraus Gity Boards. While on the Board of Educa-
fion, he was invalved with the Issues of 2 teachers strike,
a federal lawsuit concerning segregation and the be-

ginning of three secendary school complexes. He
served on the Boards of The Boys Club, Red Cross,
United Way and the Greater Waterbury Chamber of
Commerca. Hewas a Chaplaindor the nurses of Water-
bury Hospital and the Waterbury Folice Department
during the administratian of five mayors.

He had a passion for lzarning and education.
He teok pride in guiding the preceedings that led 1o tha
inclusion of the Follow Through Program in the local
education system and he wtored many children in math
and scienca. The consummats student, he never ceased
to study and teach. He spoke four languages fluently
and conversad in threa others. He was teaching him-
self Japanaese and Russian at the time of his death en
August 6, 1983,

He was recognized by his peers as “a man for
all seasons.”

http://bronsonlibrary.org/filestorage/33/reed.bmp
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