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“For Foskas every dol, fine, mass, defoail amd color oust serve tvo demarding masters: faiffifuiness fo gppearaace ard ideal ender; be does
this by balancimg sensitive pereeptions and exguisite copstraetion, resalting (o paintings as real as natwre herself and as compased as the

warks of Wondrian,

Peter Poskas was born in Waterbury in 19349,
graduated from Barnard School and Leavenworth
High School, and, despite demonstrating an early
talent for drawing, went off to the University of
Comnectiout, Tully imending to embark apon a career
in foresiry and wildlife management.

But while he was a stwdent ot UConn, a
fundamental shift occurred. Simply put. in the view
ol the school™s foresiry program, 1rees were a crop:
in Poskas" view, they were much more. After a vear
away from school, be decided thar he wanied o
pursue his growing interest in, and natural ability for,
arl. With the support of his parenis, Nell and Peter,
he enrolled at the Paier Ant School in Mew Haven.

His career grew from there, through Paier and the
University of Hartford, a wear of teaching
Woodbury High School and then the fine ans
program at the University of Massachusetis, Al
length, he produced paintings, mostly naral scenes of
Woodbury, CT and Conway, MA. In the mid- 15960
he had his firsi show, at New Haven’s Munson
Giallery.

By the end of that decade, as he buill houses on
the side, including his own, to help support his
voung Tamily, Poskas came back o Waterbury 1o
paint. The street scenes that atiracted him were
mastly in the area of Washingion Avenue, where he
egrew up, and where  he counld sketch while visiting
his parents. But he also Tound other  Tamiliar
subjects, such at Ste. Anne Chorch and Borellis
restanrant on East Main Street. Eveniually, however,
he returned e his first love, painting  rural
landscapes, especially dairy farms amd farmhbouses in
Litchfield County, as well as scenes along mid-coast
Maine. He has been happily and brilliant]ly working
in these two subject areas for the past 35 years.

Art critic Theodore B Wolll wrote of Poskas’
work: “For Poskas every doi, line. mass, detail and
color muost  serve  two  demanding masters:
laithfulness to appearance and ideal order; he does

- Thesdore F. WollE, Art critic. “Mondrian would have lked 17 Chelstian Sclence Woniior, 1984

this by halancing  sensitive
exguisite constraction, resuliing in paintings as real
as nature hersell and as composed as the works of
Mondrian™

perceptions  and

Poskas has been called “a virmoso”, and
compared with Andrew Wyeth and Edward Hopper.
“His wiork reveals his awareness ol the way the eye
moves across the canvas, the texure of the soil, the
movement and weight of the land” explains one
observer, trying (o capiure the ineftable. The truth
is that the paintings speak most eloguently for
themselves.

Poskas lives in Washington, CT; close 1o many
of his subjects. His son, Peter. is also a
will-reparded painter.
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