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JOHN DRISCOLL

“Peaple o responed when you appeal to their belief in working for the comeon good, and belfeve that an fnjiry
Io e £ an Dy to us all”
— John Driscoll

John Driscaoll, the President of the
Conngcticut State Labor Council AFL-CIO from
1965 until his reticement in 1983, was a pivotal
figure in unicn organization in the brass industry
for nearly hall & century.

He was borm in Waterbury on December 11,
1911, suended local schoels and gradusted in
1929 from Croshy High School, where he was
class president. He received 2 BA in philosophy
from Wesleyan University in 1933, sraduating Fhi
Beta Kappa. He earned his Ma in English from
Wesleyan in 1934, did graduate work a1 Brown
Unwersity in 1934-1935 and atended Harvard Law
Sehool from 1935-1936.

I 1937, Dirdscoll went 1o work for 40 cems
an hour at the Bristol Company in Waterbury and
soon became involved in labor organization with
Local 251° of the International Union of Mine, Mill
and Smelter Workers of America. He served as
Secretary of the Union until 1942 when he lost a
bitterly contested election for the post of Union
Presicdent. Becoming increasingly critical of the
leacdership's Communist ties, Driscoll helped to
lead i secessionist movement in 1947 that created
the Provisional Metalworkers Council. He was
elected chairman and evenmually led the group
into the (LAY, when he became an international representative,

In addition 10 being an enthusiastic representative for working men and women, Driscoll was an outspoken
advocate for the rights of women and racial minorities. He was among those marching for civil ights a1 Selma,
Alabama in 1965, Even in retivernent, he crusaded for equitable coverage of labor unicns in textbooks and assisted
workers who lost their jobs due to plant closings.

He was a founder of the Connecticut State Labor Council CI0, which functions as the political arm of labor
unions in Connecticut, and kiter was elected Seceetary-Treasurer. With the merger of the AFL and CIO he hecame
its first Exeutive Vice President and, in 1962, President. He was considered one of Connecticut’s most influential
citizens and was a familiar figure in the state capitel lobbying for favorable legislation. Frequently called “Mr.
Labor®, Driscoll comended that “the enly power 1 have is the power of persuaston”.

Among the many gwards presented o John Driscall was the Star of Solidarity given by the Talian Govern-
ment in gratitude for his ood relief effores, the Knights of 1. Gregory award given by the Varican, and in 1990, the
Stane Register and Manual was dedicated to him as & “fighter, intellectual and activist, 2 man of prnciple and 2 man
of heart.” He died on July 21, 1994,
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