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ISRAEL HOLMES

“The s who found the mgmgfaciures of Waterbury wood and (e thent bras "
— The Town and City of Waterbury

Considered the primary force behind the
brass industry in Warerbury, Israel Holmes, bom
December 19,1800, hegan work as 2 clerk in the
button store operated by ML and WH, Scavill
in 1820, The Scovills, engaged in the manefcore |
of metallic buttons, were dependsnt on England |
for the imparting of brass. With an eve 1oward
manufacturing brass here, they sent Helmes o
Birmingham in 1529 10 acquire the necessary men
and machines.

Theugh he had w conceal his intent wo bring
skilled warkers back te America because of
English laws prohibiting it, he was successful in
persuading 3 group of gilders, bunishers and die-
sinkers to join him. Strict surveillance by the
English authorities was circumvented by conceal-
ing the men in emply wine casks aboard ship until
they ser sail from Liverpool. Encouraged by his
sieccess, he went back in 1837 and this time:
brought back 2 company of casters, rolless,
wiredrawers and whe-makers along with the
machinery needed o begin the manufaciere of
brass. This was the imperos for Warerbury 1o
develop i “The Brass Center of the World.”

Tariff legiskation in 1833 became a threat 1o
the Waterbury industry. Holmes and lsrael Coe
persuaded Congress to classify sheet brass and brass wire a5 manufactured articles, thereby giving Waterbury firms
Acompetitive edge over the British,

Ins 1845 Halmes became the fiest president of Waterbury Brass Co. which was ar that time the Jargest rolling
mill in the coumry. Tnall he wis responsible for the creation of five brass companies in Waterbury, inchuding the
firm of Holmes, Booth and Favdens.

He was a member of the Connecticut Legistature in 1870, helped build the Naugatuck Railmoad and wrore
political verse.

The American Brass industey lost ane of its most ereative, influential and prominent pioneers when Holmes
died on July 15, 1874,
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