CAROLINE J. WELTON

Erected 1558

A pifi fo her native doun by
Cavofine fosetbive Wellon
A friend of Animals

— From the Plague

Carcline [osephine Welton, uswally known
as Carrie, is best remembered for her intense love
of animals. Born on June 7, 1842, she was the
only daughter of Joseph Welton, a prominent
businessman. Upon his death in 1674, Carric
became a wealthy woman &nd found, in the newly
established American Society for the Prevention of
Croelty to Animals, 2 cause 1o which she would
devote much of her considerable Frune.

Carrie was 3 familiar sight in T ninetesnth
century Waterbury, nding her spirited horse,
Enight, throughaut the city, She had @ spiritof
adventure, which, combined with her indepen-
dence and weslth, eventually resulted in tragedy.
A grear heauty, she was also considered tobe a
fine businesswoman. Taking charge of her own
affaies fellowing her father's death, she drewup a
will in 1878 naming the ASPCA as her chicf
beneficiary. In 1880, she depared from Rose Hill,
the home shared with her mother, 1o begin a
lengthy sojourn in the Western states,

Curing her stay in Colorado, Carrie devel-
oped a great bove for mowntam climbing. Aler
making successful climbs of various peaks, she set
cut on Seprember 23, L8B4 with 2 guide 1o make the ascent of Long's Peak. A furious snow storm suddenly began
while they were in the midst of the climb. Forced to leave her under the shelter of an averhanging ledge, the
guide went for help. On his setuen he foond her froeen wo death.

When, in due ime, the coments of Carrie Welton's will were revealed, they included $7,000 for erecting 2
slatue 10 her horse “Knight” (which, by a kick in the head, had caused her father's death). Several relatives chose
Lo contest it on the basis of insanity. After a lengthy cour procedure, covered by the New York Times, 2 jury let
the will stand a3 written. The monument of Knight, striding abowve a drinking fountain for hosses, was completed
accarding to her wishes as a commemoration of their mutual afection.

http://bronsonlibrary.org/filestorage/33/welton.bmp
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